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Director’s Note...

"Everybody is a play that asks us to reflect on how we are living our everyday
lives. In this extremely divided moment in the world right now, there is one
experience that truly unites us as human beings... we are all going to die. And we
are all going to do that alone, wondering what happens and where we go when it is
our time. Our instinct is to fight death for control to know when, where and how
we are going to die. We want to control who will be with us and how we will be
remembered. This play asks: when death shows up for you, how are you going to
handle it and more importantly, knowing that death is going to show up for you,
how are you going to live your life?

Funnily enough, it is our obsession with death that teaches us how to live.
If you think about it, the basis of many religions is to help us on this journey to
death. To give us belief in an afterlife and to teach us the best way to spend our
days. And thus we have the morality play... plays in the 15th and 16th century,
underpinned by Christian teachings, that were about living a good life vs. an evil
one. The most archetypical morality play is Everyman, written around 1530, it is an
allegory that examines what one must do to attain salvation. In this story, Everyman
tries to take Fellowship, Goods and Knowledge with him but is ultimately left with
only their good deeds. So we learn to live a life of good deeds as that is what you
will take with you when you die.

Our playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins has adapted the play Everyman with
a more wholistic view of life and death. While Everybody’s journey to control how
they are going to die is similar, Everybody meets Love instead of Good Deeds. And
Love teaches them that the only way to live and die is to relinquish control, to sur-
render. This play inclusively incites us to let go, to dance and to love. Everybody."

- Lauren Shouse, Director
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