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Over the past decade, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, has been a microcosm of national trends—

good and bad—relating to Muslims and Muslim communities in the United States. Dr. Elfenbein
presents an interdisciplinary study of religion, race, fear, and the conditions of public life in the
contemporary United States. His work explores anti-Muslim hostility--and how Muslim communities
have responded--with an eye toward bigger questions about public life, including the nature and
everyday practices of citizenship. He argues that anti-Muslim sentiment and hostility, more present
in public life than ever before, was not an inevitable outcome of September 11, and that American
Muslim communities offer a model of engagement in public life for all Americans to consider.
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